
Middle-Mile Advisory Committee Meeting 
December 15, 2021



AGENDA
Item Topic Presenter(s) Time

1 Welcome / Opening Comments Amy Tong, Chair 5 minutes

2 Executive Report Out Mark Monroe, Deputy Director, BMMI 5 minutes

3 Information Items • California Department of Technology
• Timeline/Cadence on next Middle Mile projects.

• Third Party Administrator
• Initial Projects work underway
• Program Plan: overview and development

• California Public Utilities Commission
• Last Mile Funding Update 

• California Department of Transportation
• Pre-construction update.

• California Department of Technology Office of Broadband and 
Digital Literacy

• Federal Funding Update 

45 minutes

4 Public Comment • Public 30 minutes



 Program Update

• TPA Contract

• Additional Resources

o Advisory and Program Consultants (Digital Equity Partnership – HR&A / CTC)

o Communications Consultants (rse)

• Supply Chain

 Project Update

Executive Report Out 



 Timeline / Cadence

 One-Pager



 Work underway on 18 Initial Projects:

• Route planning and design specifications (per project location).
• Coordination with Caltrans and its contractors and suppliers on new-builds.
• Negotiation for Dark Fiber Indefensible Right of Use (IRUs) in locations where that is 

the initial development approach decided upon.

 Creation of a Program Plan for Middle-Mile development: 

• This publication will formally, generally document the processes and operational 
steps to be followed for middle development at each location for the duration of 
Middle-Mile program.

• This is the foundational piece of an eventual, broader publication that will cover all 
development and network operations aspects and policies for this Middle-Mile 
network infrastructure. 



California Public Utilities Commission:
SB 156 (Chapter 112, Statutes of 2021) Last 
Mile Initiatives Overview

Technical Assistance Grants

Last Mile / Federal Funding Account

Loan Loss Reserve Fund



Technical Assistance Timeline
Date Action

July 20, 2021 Technical assistance grants to local governments and providers and to 
assist in developing grant applications becomes law. Public Utilities Code 
281(b)(5)(A)
• Being implemented in Rulemaking 20-08-021
• $50 million allocated for Fiscal Year 21-22

September 17, 2021 Technical Assistance Staff Proposal to issued for comment

September 30, 2021 Opening comments filed

October 13, 2021 Reply comments filed

December 2021 Estimate for CPUC Proposed Decision for 30 day public comment

1st Quarter 2021 Estimate for Final Decision adopted by vote of the CPUC 

30 days after decision Estimate for CPUC to begin accepting Technical Assistance Grant 
applications

https://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/PublishedDocs/Efile/G000/M407/K950/407950865.PDF
https://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/PublishedDocs/Efile/G000/M407/K950/407950865.PDF


Federal Funding Account Timeline
Date Action
July 20, 2021 Federal Funding Account to expeditiously connect unserved and 

underserved communities by applicable federal deadlines and 
consistent with allocation guidelines for urban and rural counties 
becomes law. Public Utilities Code 281(n)
• Being implemented in Rulemaking 20-09-001

September 23, 2021 Federal Funding Account Staff Proposal draft rules issued for comment

October 29, 2021 Opening comments filed
November 15, 2021 Reply comments filed
September 9, 2021 Draft Funding Allocation Guidelines for Urban/Rural split issued for 

comment
November 30, 2021 Opening comments filed 

December 10, 2021 Reply comments filed 

1st Quarter 2021 Estimate for CPUC Proposed Decision for 30 day public comment period

2nd Quarter 2021 Estimate for the CPUC to begin accepting Federal Funding Account 
broadband grant applications

https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/internet-and-phone/broadband-infrastructure-deployment
https://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/SearchRes.aspx?docformat=ALL&docid=409224306
https://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/PublishedDocs/Efile/G000/M422/K258/422258630.PDF


Loan Loss Reserve Timeline
Date Action

July 20, 2021 Loan Loss Reserve program to be implemented by the 
CPUC to support the financing of the deployment of 
broadband infrastructure by a local government 
agency or nonprofit organization becomes law. Public 
Utilities Code 281.2
• Being implemented in Rulemaking 20-08-021

1st Quarter 2022 Estimate for Loan Loss Reserve Staff Proposal for 
comment

30 days after Staff Proposal Opening comments filed

15 days after Opening Comments Reply comments filed

Within 90 days of Reply Comments Estimate for CPUC Proposed Decision for Loan Loss 
Reserve for 30 day public comment period

https://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/PublishedDocs/Efile/G000/M407/K950/407950865.PDF


 CDT authorizes Caltrans to 
proceed on MMBI build 
location

 Caltrans identifies delivery 
method

 Caltrans carries out pre-
construction work, including 
preparing construction 
contract plans, specifications, 
and estimates

 Caltrans advertises and 
awards construction 
contract

 Caltrans administers 
construction contract

Authorize
Work

Develop
Project

Construct
Project

Caltrans Delivery





Thank You
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